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i - _onger of use to the
ed of legally However, the

are expensive to remove, have a
\ v ;!Ett em::he environment, look unsightly and
N Tow: 'ﬁ‘é ﬂgallty of life in nelghbourhoods They
‘result of, or lead to crime, they take up
= ﬁhabl@p%lnng ‘spaces and.can quickly become
-.'i' -—dan@eﬂﬁs \hh_*?wndansed or filled with hazardous
: ~waste (they' are ﬂLtgn used as sklps) There is a risk of
exp'l'os‘lon 5r |njury,‘they can leak dangerous fluids,
whloh ca‘n‘ catch flre'or_r_un into the water stream and
—i they are then ‘burnt out, which can endanger lives,
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Ultimately abandoned vehicle removal and disposal j
the responsibility of local authorities and so not
surprisingly the problem costs an enormous amo

money — money that could be spent on more importa
services in your neighbourhood. However, fund
been invested into computer links between th
and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) and loc

authorities, to make it easier to trace the owners.
removing abandoned vehicles, our streets will loo
less neglected and are less likely to attract other.

T

anti-social behaviour.

What is a nuisance vehicle?

Abandoned vehicles often get confused with nuisance
vehicles. An abandoned vehicle is always a nuisance,
but a nuisance vehicle is not always abandoned. A
nuisance vehicle could be any of the following:

e Poorly parked;
e Causing an obstruction; .
¢ Involved in residential parking disputes;
e Broken down;

e Untaxed.
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ariety of problems relating
re is no sole definition
ed. Ihe Refu* Disposal (Amenity) Act 1978
chicle is abandoned only “where it

al authority that a motor vehicle in their
doned without lawful authority...” As a

same place for a long time or be damaged in some

way, for example it has flat tyres, broken windows or
crash damage.”
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abandoned vehicle?

Before you report an abandoned vehicle please collect

as much information as possible. Local authoritiébhhh_

often experience over-reporting of vehicles — many are
not actually abandoned and therefore the authorities
do not have the power to remove them. However, once
reported, they must investigate. This takes up a lot of
time and often distracts local authorities from removing
those vehicles that actually are abandoned. Before you

contgct them, check to see if you thlnk,‘r:e vehicle
] .‘really is oned The follgwmg points should help

you ma@udgefﬁent . - Tl

edie. no tax disc presen‘ltt
e expiry date? (This should rot
deration, but should be takert into

e other points below) -

e tyres flat or have any of the =
w'héels been removed?

e Is there litter or detritus (weeds/leaves)
under the vehicle, indicating that it has not
moved for some time?

¢ |s the windscreen or any of the
windows broken?

® |s there any mould on either the inside or
outside of the vehicle?

¢ Does the vehicle contain items of waste e.g.
tyres, old newspapers, general rubbish?

e Does the vehicle have number plates?

¢ Has the vehicle been ‘hot-wired’ i.e. driven
without keys by connecting ignition wires
together? (If it has, there will be wires hanging
from the dashboard.)



i\Has the vehicle been vandalised2sExterior
vandalism might include dents'in bodywork,
graffiti, bumpers/spoilers being removed;
interior yandalism might include radio bein
stolen, seat covers being slashed.

e _Has a vehicle that you and your neighbours
have nev®rseenbefore suddenly appeared in
your road and noezone is claiming ownership?

L,
An abandoned v;k]"rcle is a vehicle which appears to
have been given up or forsaken.

Do not move, enter or even touch an abandoned
vehicle. Theysare a health and safety risk, can be
: classed as, o'[_contain, hazardous waste and can often
L"‘pose a fire'risk. Op some occasions, abandoned

" vehicles have been used for crime related activities
such 'a_s drug dealing, prostitution-and-burglary, in
which casé the police may wish to seize the vehicle for
investigative purposes.

NEVER approach a burning or burnt out vehicle. Even
after they are burnt out, they. are still dangerous and
are a hazard to the public. Burnt paint, rubber and
other materials may be toxic or corrosive and very
harmful. Please contact your local authority, which will
deal with the problem. However, if the vehicle is still
burning, call the fire service immediately.

Why do people abandon vehicles?

Unfortunately, there is no one definitive reason why people

abandon vehicles. In fact, there are a wide variety of

reasons Why vehicles are abandoned. Some of the more

usual reasons include the following:

Changes in the value of scrap metal. Rather
than receiving payment for their unwanted
vehicles, under some circumstances, last
registered owners may be asked to pay for
the vehicle’s collection and/'gr disposal;

The value of used cars is decreasing;
The removal of leaded petrol from sale;

Some drivers are not the registered owner and
keeper of the vehicle, they have no road tax,
no insurance, no MOT and as a result, have no
legal connection with the vehicle, therefore
once the vehicle becomes unwanted,
abandonment is the only option;

The high cost of motoring, including charges
incurred from speeding fines, parking fines,
congestion charges, etc. Often the value of the
charges is greater than the value of the vehicle
itself, therefore abandonment is the

cheaper option;

The high cost of maintaining and repairing the
vehicle when it is old;

Vehicles involved in criminal activities are often
abandoned once the crime has been committed,;

The increase in MOT failure rate, as some older
vehicles cannot meet the standard required on
exhaust emissions;

Personal circumstances of the owner e.g.
death of the owner, owner suffering ill health,
owner in prison, owner moved away from
the area.
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Local au 2
Ref isposa vehicle
his doneerin their area, on any land in t

open g other land forming part of a hi ay.
J r Howg oes not cover vehicles abandoned
privatéland. Under this Act, abandoning a vehicle is

criminal offeyf, carrying a maximum penalty of a fine of
£2,500 or three months’ imprisonment, or both.

| Notice periods effective in England

¥ * \ehicles that the local authority considers to
have some value can be removed immediately,
although the written notice period to the last
registered keeper before a vehicle can be
destroyed is seven days;

e For vehicles that the local authority considers
to have no value - the statutory=notice-period

notice informs them of the intention to remo
the vehicle, and they have 15 days to object.

Local authorities also have the power to recover costs of
removal, storage and disposal from the person
responsible for abandoning the vehicle.
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- The poli_ce‘,ha{/e powers -qn er the Removal and
Disposal of Véhicle Regulations 1986 to remove any
vehicle that is in breach ofilocal traffic regulations,
causing an obstruction, likely to cause a danger,
broken down or abandoned without lawful authority.
The police can remove a vehicle to which a notice has
been affixed by the local auth&y that has deteriorated

to a dangerous wreck immediatel*‘\
o

Notice periods effective in Wales

¢ For vehicles that are abandoned on public land,
the written notice period is seven days if the
vehicle is considered to have no value,
although vehicles that are considered to have
some value can be removed immediately;

¢ For vehicles that the local authority considers
to have some value, the storage period before
disposal can take place (providing the vehicle
is untaxed) is 21 days from the day when the
notice is served on the owner of the vehicle, or
a further 14 days in the case of any
subse?:]‘ugpt notices.

e For vehicleg that are abandoned on private
land, the notice period during which the
occupier of the land may object to the removal
of a vehicle which has been abandoned is
15 days;

The notice periods in Wales will be reduced to bring
them into line with those in England, as soon as the
necessary powers to vary Police Notice periods are
devolved to the National Assembly for Wales.




What can you do to improve
the problem?

As a resident or a vehicle owner, you have a role to
play. Abandoning a vehicle is illegal and dangerous and
it can ruin the appearance of your neighbourhood. As a
resident, you can help by reporting vehicles which you
believe to be abandoned, to your local authority. The
following points will help you:

What information is needed to report an
abandoned vehicle?

If you suspect that a vehicle has been abandoned, you
should collect the following information about the
vehicle before you report it:

Vehicle make, model and colour;

¢ Vehicle registration number (if known — it may

be visible on the tax disc if the number plates
have been removed);

Condition of the vehicle (aetailing any
vandalism, damage to the vehicle that has
already occurred);

Presence (or not) of the tax disc and
whether it has expired;

Location of the vehicle (be as specific
as possible and also note if the vehicle has
been left in a location that may cause

e |
N J'f 4
* How long the vehicle has been 4
abandoned (if known); -

e Any other information you feel is »
appropriate (e.g. who was the last perso
seen in the vehicle, any indication of wh
vehicle may belong to, if people ar
congregating around the vehicle du
evening hours).

to be

g the

Who should you report an aband&hﬁ
vehicle to? i
- '!.
If you believe that a vehicle has been a ned you
should contact your local ﬁ\orit_y (you can find the

telephone number in the.phone book). So

o
.
L

¥Tehtc e to be removed. Only if the vehicle has not been
removed within that time or there is a change to the
status of the vehicle such as vandalism, arson, etc,

. should you contact them again.
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Who should you report an

A vehicle parked on the strée.t-.r-nﬁé be axed a
& insured and if it is aged three years or older
e a valid MOT certificate. If'you wish to re ort
ehicle that does not appear abandoned, but does

car tax rules

event that you

% [ollowing points p
appear.t eﬁwen please contact your nearest eed-to know.

DVLA Iocal office in writing (you can find the address in "@::y - : R oosLres

L

“F’ Details you will need to collect include:

e phone book). This can be done anonymously. by T 2Dl vehicles
auce th oblem.o 2 a z

¢ Re ed kee-pers wiﬁ be legally responsible
Make model and colour of the vehicle; J ; )
times for making sure they have a valid

S

. Reglstratlon number; " tax disc. They will be liable for penalties and b ,.-"'?

* “Location of thé®vehicle; fines if the vehicle is untaxed, dumped or caught up. ; 4
. hy, ; in any criminal activity (automatic penalty of £80;1f_ e
* Name and addréss Sggnerd ; vehicle not taxed in time — without any need to $eeﬂ

the vehicle — and £1,000 if taken to court);-  _ .

. ¢ Responsibility for that vehicle will remain with
the registered keeper until the DVLA is notified
that the vehicle has been scrapped, sold,
stolen or exported, unless a Statutory Off Road
Notification (SORN) has been declared. Once
the DVLA has been notified, they will issue a letter
of acknowledgement, which should be kept as
proof that the vehicle record has changed.
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_~J#fwanto have an unwanted vehicle

. _«—sgispesed of, will the local authority remove
“L " _jtfor me?

© Some local authorities operate vehicle amnesty
schemes, whereby they will collect and remove
unwanted vehicles free of charge for their

residents. Contact your local authority to see if
they are operating a vehicle amnesty;

-
Other local authorities may remove the ve

for you, but at a charge;

g

Alternatively, you will need to contact a ‘ve -5
dismantler’ authorised to take scrap vehicles. = % C

There may be charges for collection and

disposal. (In the future these will be knownas ~ * »
‘Authorised Treatment Facilities’ — Yellow -
Pages will contain contacts in your area.) Yc%
must make sure that the DVLA is given the { o

correct notification regarding any change in the:
status of your vehicle; !

¢ [f it is a premature end of life vehicle }li'-
(for example, as a result of being in a road -
traffic accident), your insurance combany will | u
deal with removal and disposal.
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Also contact:

¢ The. officer resp
vehicles at your

Your local police servic

Department for TrarTs_ﬁort
T: 020 7944 8300  W: www.dft.gov.uk

The AA
T: 0870 600 0371 W: www.theaa.com

ENCAMS
Central Office for English Regions,
Elizabeth House, The Pier, Wigan WN

T: 01942 612621 F: 01942 82
E: enquiries@encams.org gt

Keep Wales Tidy
33/35 Cathedral Road, Cardiff CF11 9HB

S |- '029éb 256767 F: 02920 256768
g I.=.EI south@keepwalestidy.org



T~ _.'_-..ra_. -
e doned vgbﬁ:}g‘b‘tg%ﬁﬁocal authority. Use

+ thisformasa %ud'é_ ¥

Report an abandoned vehicle

Vehicle make

Vehicle model

Vehicle colour

—\-/-ehicle registration number (if known)

—éondition of vehicle

Is there a current tax disc displayed?

Location of vehicle
(please be as specific as you can)

How long has the vehicle been there?

Additional information

Your name, address and
telephone number (optional)

The local authority or the police may wish to prosecute the
person(s) abandoning the vehicle. Help to beat environmental
crime by making sure that it is always reported.
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