DOVER DISTRICT COUNCIL
Examination into the Core Strategy DPD
TOPIC BASED HEARINGS AGENDAS
 These agendas have been prepared by the Inspector to guide and focus the discussion at the hearings of the Examination into the Core Strategy.  They have been prepared using the Planning Inspectorate’s guide to assessing soundness, having regard to the representations made to the Core Strategy. 
1. For each topic it sets out a series of issues in the form of questions on which the Inspector invites responses from the listed participants, whether they are relying on written representations or opting for an oral hearing.  Respondents are invited to respond to any questions that are related to their original representations in brief statements (no more than 3000 words per issue/policy).  Statements should be received by the Programme Officer no later than Friday 25 September (for Hearings 1 – 5) or Friday 2 October (for Hearings 6 – 16).

2. Those appearing at hearings should send sufficient copies of all statements to the PO for issuing to each participant, plus four (for the Inspector, Council and Library), e.g. if 10 people are listed for a hearing, then the PO will require 14 copies.  For written representations only four copies of statements need to be submitted.  Each statement should be marked, at the top, right hand corner, with the appropriate topic number and relevant respondent reference.
3. Where possible, participants should refer to information in previous representations and Core Documents to avoid repetition.  However, please note that the Inspector only has copies of the representations made at formal submission stage.  It is important that the responses include all the evidence and supporting material and, for the Council, reference to the evidence base.  
4. All material which participants wish to put before the Inspector or refer to at the hearings or in writing should be submitted by the deadlines indicated to ensure the efficient running of the examination process.  The submission of late information or evidence could seriously disrupt the hearing sessions and it is unlikely to be accepted.  Statements of Common Ground, which assist the examination by reducing the items at issue, may be an exception to the deadline but should be flagged up with the Programme Officer.
5. Detailed agendas and statements for the hearings will be circulated after 5 October.  The lists on the Draft Programme for each hearing show those participating in the hearing sessions, based on the latest information available.  If participants no longer wish to attend a particular session, they should let the Programme Officer know as soon as possible.  Participants who share a common case are encouraged to join together to reduce repetition and assist the efficient running of the hearing sessions. The Programme is subject to change and participants should regularly check on the website or with the Programme Officer.
6. Participants are reminded that the Examination focuses on the tests of soundness.  They should specify the exact wording for any proposed changes to the CS, with clear evidence to support this course of action where necessary.
