Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning for the Historic Environment

Government guidance for the historic environment is set out in Policy Statement 5 (PPS5), Planning for the Historic Environment, together with its accompanying Practice Guide. They were issued by the Department of Communities and Local Government in March 2010, and they replace the old PPGs 15 and 16, which were on the historic environment and archaeology respectively.
The PPS sets out the Governments objectives for the historic environment and recognises the multiple ways in which it supports and contributes to the economy, society and daily life generally.
Those parts of the historic environment that have significance, because of their historic, archaeological or artistic interest are called ‘heritage assets’ in the new PPS.
Some heritage assets possess a level of interest that justifies designation such as listed buildings, conservation areas, scheduled ancient monuments, registered parks and gardens, protected wreck sites, registered battlefields and World Heritage sites. However the PPS also recognises that some heritage assets have no formal designation but are nonetheless still of heritage interest, and are thus a material planning consideration. Such assets may be identified through pre-application negotiations with the local planning authority, through reviewing historic maps and records, consulting the Historic Environment Record (see KCC web-site), or through the decision making process.
The new PPS requires all applications that affect a heritage asset, to include a statement of its significance, and the contribution its setting makes to that significance. The significance of a heritage asset is the sum of its architectural, historic, artistic and archaeological interest, and further advice on this is given in the Practice Guide which accompanies the PPS.
In terms of the level of detail required, the PPS states that this ‘should be proportionate to the importance of the heritage asset and no more than is sufficient to understand the potential impact of the proposal on the significance of the heritage asset’.

This information should then be used to fully explain the impact of the proposals on the significance of the heritage asset, as part of an explanation of the design concept. This will form a crucial part of any application and should be set out in the Design and Access Statement when this is required.
The PPS advises local planning authorities not to validate applications where the extent of the impact of the proposals on the significance of any heritage asset cannot be adequately understood from the application and its supporting documents. It is therefore vital that sufficient information is provided at the submission stage, if delays in processing are to be avoided.
It will be interesting to see how the new PPS impacts on all our work over the coming months, as we familiarise ourselves with the new terminology and processes. I attach some web-links below which I hope will be of assistance to you.
Clive Alexander

Heritage Manager and Urban Designer

Useful Links
Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning for the Historic Environment, and the accompanying Practice Guide
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/pps5%20
Conservation principles: Policies and Guidance, by English Heritage 2008

http://www.helm.org.uk/upload/pdf/Conservation_Principles_Policies_and_Guidance_April08_Web.pdf?1278499150
Kent County Council: Historic Environment Record
http://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure_and_culture/heritage/explore_kents_past/historic_environment_record.aspx
English Heritage: National Monuments Record

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/archives-and-collections/nmr
Dover District Council: Conservation

http://www.doverdc.co.uk/conservation.aspx
