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Introduction       

Welcome to the latest in a series of business readiness bulletins, aimed at keeping trade 
associations, business representative bodies and business intermediaries up to date on the 
latest guidance for business whilst the UK is in a transition period which will last until the end 
of the year. This Bulletin aims to provide you and your networks/members with important 
information from Government, to help prepare for the end of the transition period.     
 
Recent Announcements 
 
NEW – The Home Office has published a policy statement which sets out the government’s 
plans for a new UK points-based immigration system. The UK's points-based immigration 
system: policy statement. They have also produced a New immigration system: what you 
need to know. 
 
UPDATE – The Home Office has updated information for employers on employing EU, EEA 
and Swiss citizens in the UK, covering right to work checks, the EU Settlement Scheme and 
the UK’s new immigration system. Employing EU citizens in the UK 
 
NEW – The Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy’s Secretary of State, 
Alok Sharma, has written an article outlining the benefits of the new points-based 
immigration system for businesses. Our message to the world: Britain is open for business 
 

      
Business Readiness Forum        
Thank you to those that joined the Forum last week.  Please see the attached PDF of the 
slides from our Business Readiness Forum from 20 February 2020. Our next forum will be a 
webinar on Thursday 5 March 2020. Further details will be sent to relevant organisations 
under a separate cover. Please share your thoughts, feedback or topics you would find 
useful with us via sed@beis.gov.uk.   

 

UK Global Tariff Consultation 

The UK left the European Union on 31 January 2020. 

For the first time in almost fifty years the UK is free to set its tariff rates on imported goods. 
To inform the development of the new UK Global Tariff, the Government has launched a 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fthe-uks-points-based-immigration-system-policy-statement%3Futm_source%3Dadda7e36-20e4-4894-ac9d-dc892abcae49%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications%26utm_content%3Ddaily&data=02%7C01%7CCaroline.Hargreaves%40DOVER.GOV.UK%7C9a89a461e2654f187f2f08d7b91f5165%7C97d0cb53199d4c70a001375e8c953735%7C0%7C0%7C637181416467480761&sdata=LUNKE2EGdV198APwIC56k0GNcLgH%2FicT%2BeH1Q4K65gs%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fthe-uks-points-based-immigration-system-policy-statement%3Futm_source%3Dadda7e36-20e4-4894-ac9d-dc892abcae49%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications%26utm_content%3Ddaily&data=02%7C01%7CCaroline.Hargreaves%40DOVER.GOV.UK%7C9a89a461e2654f187f2f08d7b91f5165%7C97d0cb53199d4c70a001375e8c953735%7C0%7C0%7C637181416467480761&sdata=LUNKE2EGdV198APwIC56k0GNcLgH%2FicT%2BeH1Q4K65gs%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fnew-immigration-system-what-you-need-to-know%3Futm_source%3D01f4fcf0-8b98-46b6-9d6e-57a64d2f4e7a%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications%26utm_content%3Ddaily&data=02%7C01%7CCaroline.Hargreaves%40DOVER.GOV.UK%7C9a89a461e2654f187f2f08d7b91f5165%7C97d0cb53199d4c70a001375e8c953735%7C0%7C0%7C637181416467490758&sdata=VBN2yVgYdM1wCqCKZIM5%2Fweq0i7toiuPEA31ccwJTQw%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fnew-immigration-system-what-you-need-to-know%3Futm_source%3D01f4fcf0-8b98-46b6-9d6e-57a64d2f4e7a%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications%26utm_content%3Ddaily&data=02%7C01%7CCaroline.Hargreaves%40DOVER.GOV.UK%7C9a89a461e2654f187f2f08d7b91f5165%7C97d0cb53199d4c70a001375e8c953735%7C0%7C0%7C637181416467490758&sdata=VBN2yVgYdM1wCqCKZIM5%2Fweq0i7toiuPEA31ccwJTQw%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Femploying-eu-eea-and-swiss-citizens-and-their-family-members-after-brexit%3Futm_source%3Ddf138a0c-b57d-409e-9fac-dd4ba11ae03a%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications%26utm_content%3Ddaily&data=02%7C01%7CCaroline.Hargreaves%40DOVER.GOV.UK%7C9a89a461e2654f187f2f08d7b91f5165%7C97d0cb53199d4c70a001375e8c953735%7C0%7C0%7C637181416467490758&sdata=HMlYGyYh99qKbkUMFNBGOCAXDS6SbaIq8e6dWVXAFlM%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fspeeches%2Four-message-to-the-world-britain-is-open-for-business&data=02%7C01%7CCaroline.Hargreaves%40DOVER.GOV.UK%7C9a89a461e2654f187f2f08d7b91f5165%7C97d0cb53199d4c70a001375e8c953735%7C0%7C0%7C637181416467500752&sdata=0VOo%2BCN2e%2BOpIEZtkTRLrzBPEH4vZwEs5VZN4DAqDcs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:sed@beis.gov.uk


four-week public consultation and is seeking your views. The consultation began on 6 
February 2020 and closes on 5 March 2020 at 23:59 GMT. 

This consultation seeks: 

•views on a potential series of amendments to the EU’s Common External Tariff to create a 
bespoke UK tariff regime; 

•specific feedback on individual products or commodity codes of importance to you 
(including the corresponding tariff rate); and 

•information on your interactions with Most Favoured Nation tariffs and the importance of 
tariffs to sectors that are relevant to you. 

The bespoke UK tariff regime will enter into force on 1 January 2021 and replace the EU’s 
Common External Tariff. 

To take part in the consultation and have your say on the new UK Global Tariff, visit 
GOV.UK. 

 

Digital tool for exporters of goods from the UK  

The Department for International Trade has launched ‘Check How to Export Goods’, a new 
digital tool to help UK businesses trade with over 160 markets around the world. The free 
tool will help you easily find and understand what is needed to export goods internationally. It 
provides product-specific and country-specific information on tariffs, regulations, the UK 
border and other topics all in one place. It will be updated regularly to reflect any changes to 
trading arrangements. 

 

Freeports Consultation 

The UK Government has launched a public consultation on Freeports policy. It will last for 
ten weeks. 

It is proposed that up to 10 Freeports will be introduced across the UK, which will be national 
hubs for trade, innovation and commerce. The Government’s aim is for Freeports to attract 
new businesses, jobs, investment and opportunity. 

You can find more information and respond to the consultation by 20 April 2020 here. 
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https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fconsultations%2Ffreeports-consultation&data=02%7C01%7CCaroline.Hargreaves%40DOVER.GOV.UK%7C9a89a461e2654f187f2f08d7b91f5165%7C97d0cb53199d4c70a001375e8c953735%7C0%7C0%7C637181416467520736&sdata=YYC%2B0YhladaummSf%2B1E96I2dvx3VRJtgR36XtKdIgcw%3D&reserved=0


 

 
Actions you can take now that do not depend on negotiations 
 
Following its departure from the EU on 31 January 2020 the UK is now in a transition period 
until the end of 2020, while the UK negotiates a free trade agreement. This link provides a 
list of actions business can undertake now, all transition period information and the 
opportunity for you to sign up to email alerts about the transition period. 
 
 
 
Business Intelligence and Readiness Directorate       
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