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From:   
Sent: Friday, August 23, 2024 6:34 PM 
To: @kent.gov.uk; @HistoricEngland.org.uk 
Cc: @statkraft.com>; @statkraft.com>;  

@formationarchaeology.com>; @headlandarchaeology.com> 
Subject: WSI for trial trenching Little South Solar (DOV/23/01363) 
  
Dear  
  
I attach the Written Scheme of Investigation for our proposed archaeological trial trenching and archaeological 
monitoring. I append the KCC generic spec requirements - many thanks for sending those through. 
  
FYI - we are hoping to begin the watching brief of the soakaway pits w/c 2nd September. All being well we are 
aiming to get the evaluation underway asap in conjunction with this. 
  
  
Kind regards, 
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From: @kent.gov.uk < @kent.gov.uk>  
Sent: Thursday, August 22, 2024 6:29 PM 
To: @headlandarchaeology.com> 
Cc: @headlandarchaeology.com> 
Subject: RE: WSI prep 
  
Hi  
  
Please find attached a copy of KCC’s generic requirements for trial trenching. 
  
As discussed in our meeting if you could note in the WSI that the works will be carried out in 
accordance with these requirements and a copy of them appended to the WSI that would be 
helpful.  
  
I appreciate that there may be some areas where these generic requirements have become 
outdated (for example we agree that high-resolution digital photographs taken using professional 
quality (DSLR or equivalent) cameras can be used instead of 35mm transparencies). Similarly, 
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From: @kent.gov.uk
Sent: 11 September 2024 16:31
To: @headlandarchaeology.com; @HistoricEngland.org.uk
Cc: @statkraft.com; @headlandarchaeology.com; 

@headlandarchaeology.com; 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit?

Dear  &  
 
Thank you for sending over a draft copy of the proposed WSI for trial trenching. I offer the 
following comments. 
 
In terms of the number and position of the proposed trenches these look broadly reasonable. I 
suggest however that if archaeology is present in the area of TR1 and TR2 (positioned on the 
channel edge) then it may be necessary to carry out additional trenching to understand more fully 
the character and extent of any remains present. I suggest that additional contingency trenching is 
allowed for in these areas. Similarly, for TR8, it may be necessary to adjust the position of this 
trench to take account of the results of the trenching (TR3 – 7) along the ‘raised spur’ of land. So, 
for example, if the line of the Roman road is evidenced in TR3 – 7 the position of TR8 may need 
to be adjusted to pick up the projected alignment. Again, I would suggest that some contingency 
trenching is allowed for here if significant waterlogged timber remains might survive. 
 
Para 2.1.10 notes that test-pits (sondages) are to be excavated into the ends of selected 
trenches. I would expect to see detail of these sondages in the scope of works section (6.1) and 
the methodology for their excavation described in Section 7 in greater detail than the brief mention 
at 7.1.16 – where will sondages be excavated, how will they be excavated and recorded? 
 
Para 7.1.8 notes that the watching brief does not allow for the excavation of in-situ archaeology – 
does this mean that if archaeology is encountered it is to be left undisturbed and the geotechnical 
test-pit abandoned/relocated. If so, then this should be explicitly stated. Otherwise, if in-situ 
archaeology is to be disturbed by the geotechnical test-pits then there needs to be provision for 
the investigation and recording of such archaeology before it is disturbed/lost. 
 
On the basis that the above comments will be addressed then I would be happy to agree the WSI. 
 
In terms of a site visit I am available either on Friday 20th or Thursday 19th. I understand that  
is only available on the 19th. If we went with the 19th, then I can only make the morning (meeting 
on-site at about 11am would suit) – do you think you will have all the trenches cut by then? 
 
Many thanks, 

 
 

 | Senior Archaeological Officer | Heritage Conservation | Kent County Council | Invicta House, 
County Hall, Maidstone ME14 1XX |  
 
Telephone:  | www.kent.gov.uk | 
 
Please help save paper by NOT prinƟng this email unless absolutely necessary. 
 

From: @headlandarchaeology.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2024 3:09 PM 
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To: @kent.gov.uk>;  
@HistoricEngland.org.uk> 

Cc: @statkraft.com>; @headlandarchaeology.com>; 
@headlandarchaeology.com> 

Subject: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Hi  and  
 
Further to our draft WSI for the trial trenching at Little South Solar, we have agreed a start date with the 
landowner and plant hire company (Wednesday 18th of September). This accommodates the planting 
schedule of the landowner who is keen for us to be finished as soon as possible. 
 
I appreciate the WSI has been with you for a little while: we would welcome your comments on it in the 
meantime but will assume that you are happy with it if we don’t hear from you before the commencement of 
work on site. The WSI is based on our discussion of the EM and ERT surveys and best locations to target as well 
as the county-specific guidelines you shared with us. 
 
A member of the team inspected soak-away test pits recently and noted sequences of clay-rich deposits 
immediately beneath the ploughsoil. No sign of any peat or organic-rich deposits in the top 2m (yet). 
Conversations with the landowner have been interesting- he has land elsewhere which is rich in Romano-
British finds, but he says the solar development site is “sterile”- detectorists have found nothing there. The 
trenching may tell another story! 
 
We would also welcome you to site to inspect the open evaluation trenches. 
 
We think that Friday (20th September) would probably be the best day to visit – say 11.00am? But we can also 
accommodate you on Thursday the 19th if that is more convenient. We plan to work into the weekend and wrap 
up the recording then if possible. 
 
If you have any queries, feel free to get in touch. 
 
Many thanks for your help navigating the archaeological requirements, 
 
Best wishes, 
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From: @headlandarchaeology.com>
Sent: 12 September 2024 09:23
To: @kent.gov.uk; ; @HistoricEngland.org.uk
Cc: @statkraft.com; ; 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit?

Dear  
 
Many thanks for your review, your time on this is much appreciated. I’ll make those changes to the WSI.  
 
For clarification, your comments are addressed below. 
 

- We will adjust WSI to allow for an additional contingency trench 30 x 1.8m in the area of Tr1/2 and also 
at Tr7-8, with flexibility to adjust location of Tr8. All subject to x-ref to services etc. With the purpose of 
characterising and better understanding any remains exposed in the initial trenches. 

 
- The sondages will be excavated using a machine at the end of the evaluation trenches. The section will 

be hand-cleaned to a depth of 1.2m (subject to safe access). Column samples and bulk samples can 
be taken from deposits of potential within this zone. Beyond that depth the excavations will be 
observed but not entered for health and safety reasons as the sondages extend to a maximum depth of 
4 m. The objective will primarily to be to identify deposits of palaeoenvironmental interest, and any 
structural evidence (timbers, boats, quayside facilities, artefacts). Bulk samples only can be recovered 
from these deposits using the machine since the excavations will not be safe to enter. Where deposits 
are identified of interest, they could be subject to a future programme of geoarchaeological boreholes- 
modelling of the geoarchaeology of the channel could be a mitigation measure? 

 
- The geotechnical test pits- soakaway test pits were excavated several weeks ago. They had an 

archaeologist present. No archaeological deposits, structures or artefacts were identified. The 
methodology can be updated, but the work has been executed already. The information will be 
integrated into the evaluation report. In summary topsoil over clay-rich deposits. 

 
If  wants to visit on Thursday, she is welcome- there is a greater likelihood of the trenches all being open 
by Friday and would recommend that as the day to visit. 
 
Kind regards, 
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From: @kent.gov.uk < @kent.gov.uk>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2024 4:31 PM 
To: @headlandarchaeology.com>; @HistoricEngland.org.uk 
Cc: @statkraft.com; @headlandarchaeology.com>; B  

@headlandarchaeology.com>; @DOVER.GOV.UK 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Dear  &  
 
Thank you for sending over a draft copy of the proposed WSI for trial trenching. I offer the 
following comments. 
 
In terms of the number and position of the proposed trenches these look broadly reasonable. I 
suggest however that if archaeology is present in the area of TR1 and TR2 (positioned on the 
channel edge) then it may be necessary to carry out additional trenching to understand more fully 
the character and extent of any remains present. I suggest that additional contingency trenching is 
allowed for in these areas. Similarly, for TR8, it may be necessary to adjust the position of this 
trench to take account of the results of the trenching (TR3 – 7) along the ‘raised spur’ of land. So, 
for example, if the line of the Roman road is evidenced in TR3 – 7 the position of TR8 may need 
to be adjusted to pick up the projected alignment. Again, I would suggest that some contingency 
trenching is allowed for here if significant waterlogged timber remains might survive. 
 
Para 2.1.10 notes that test-pits (sondages) are to be excavated into the ends of selected 
trenches. I would expect to see detail of these sondages in the scope of works section (6.1) and 
the methodology for their excavation described in Section 7 in greater detail than the brief mention 
at 7.1.16 – where will sondages be excavated, how will they be excavated and recorded? 
 
Para 7.1.8 notes that the watching brief does not allow for the excavation of in-situ archaeology – 
does this mean that if archaeology is encountered it is to be left undisturbed and the geotechnical 
test-pit abandoned/relocated. If so, then this should be explicitly stated. Otherwise, if in-situ 
archaeology is to be disturbed by the geotechnical test-pits then there needs to be provision for 
the investigation and recording of such archaeology before it is disturbed/lost. 
 
On the basis that the above comments will be addressed then I would be happy to agree the WSI. 
 
In terms of a site visit I am available either on Friday 20th or Thursday 19th. I understand that  
is only available on the 19th. If we went with the 19th, then I can only make the morning (meeting 
on-site at about 11am would suit) – do you think you will have all the trenches cut by then? 
 
Many thanks, 

 
 

 | Senior Archaeological Officer | Heritage Conservation | Kent County Council | Invicta House, 
County Hall, Maidstone ME14 1XX |  
 
Telephone:  | www.kent.gov.uk | 
 
Please help save paper by NOT prinƟng this email unless absolutely necessary. 
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From: @headlandarchaeology.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2024 3:09 PM 
To: @kent.gov.uk>;  

@HistoricEngland.org.uk> 
Cc: @statkraft.com>; @headlandarchaeology.com>; 

@headlandarchaeology.com> 
Subject: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Hi  and  
 
Further to our draft WSI for the trial trenching at Little South Solar, we have agreed a start date with the 
landowner and plant hire company (Wednesday 18th of September). This accommodates the planting 
schedule of the landowner who is keen for us to be finished as soon as possible. 
 
I appreciate the WSI has been with you for a little while: we would welcome your comments on it in the 
meantime but will assume that you are happy with it if we don’t hear from you before the commencement of 
work on site. The WSI is based on our discussion of the EM and ERT surveys and best locations to target as well 
as the county-specific guidelines you shared with us. 
 
A member of the team inspected soak-away test pits recently and noted sequences of clay-rich deposits 
immediately beneath the ploughsoil. No sign of any peat or organic-rich deposits in the top 2m (yet). 
Conversations with the landowner have been interesting- he has land elsewhere which is rich in Romano-
British finds, but he says the solar development site is “sterile”- detectorists have found nothing there. The 
trenching may tell another story! 
 
We would also welcome you to site to inspect the open evaluation trenches. 
 
We think that Friday (20th September) would probably be the best day to visit – say 11.00am? But we can also 
accommodate you on Thursday the 19th if that is more convenient. We plan to work into the weekend and wrap 
up the recording then if possible. 
 
If you have any queries, feel free to get in touch. 
 
Many thanks for your help navigating the archaeological requirements, 
 
Best wishes, 
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- The sondages will be excavated using a machine at the end of the evaluation trenches. The section will 
be hand-cleaned to a depth of 1.2m (subject to safe access). Column samples and bulk samples can 
be taken from deposits of potential within this zone. Beyond that depth the excavations will be 
observed but not entered for health and safety reasons as the sondages extend to a maximum depth of 
4 m. The objective will primarily to be to identify deposits of palaeoenvironmental interest, and any 
structural evidence (timbers, boats, quayside facilities, artefacts). Bulk samples only can be recovered 
from these deposits using the machine since the excavations will not be safe to enter. Where deposits 
are identified of interest, they could be subject to a future programme of geoarchaeological boreholes- 
modelling of the geoarchaeology of the channel could be a mitigation measure? 

 
- The geotechnical test pits- soakaway test pits were excavated several weeks ago. They had an 

archaeologist present. No archaeological deposits, structures or artefacts were identified. The 
methodology can be updated, but the work has been executed already. The information will be 
integrated into the evaluation report. In summary topsoil over clay-rich deposits. 

 
If  wants to visit on Thursday, she is welcome- there is a greater likelihood of the trenches all being open 
by Friday and would recommend that as the day to visit. 
 
Kind regards, 
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From: @kent.gov.uk < @kent.gov.uk>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2024 4:31 PM 
To: @headlandarchaeology.com>; @HistoricEngland.org.uk 
Cc: @statkraft.com; @headlandarchaeology.com>; B  

@headlandarchaeology.com>; @DOVER.GOV.UK 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Dear  &  
 
Thank you for sending over a draft copy of the proposed WSI for trial trenching. I offer the 
following comments. 
 
In terms of the number and position of the proposed trenches these look broadly reasonable. I 
suggest however that if archaeology is present in the area of TR1 and TR2 (positioned on the 
channel edge) then it may be necessary to carry out additional trenching to understand more fully 
the character and extent of any remains present. I suggest that additional contingency trenching is 
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allowed for in these areas. Similarly, for TR8, it may be necessary to adjust the position of this 
trench to take account of the results of the trenching (TR3 – 7) along the ‘raised spur’ of land. So, 
for example, if the line of the Roman road is evidenced in TR3 – 7 the position of TR8 may need 
to be adjusted to pick up the projected alignment. Again, I would suggest that some contingency 
trenching is allowed for here if significant waterlogged timber remains might survive. 
 
Para 2.1.10 notes that test-pits (sondages) are to be excavated into the ends of selected 
trenches. I would expect to see detail of these sondages in the scope of works section (6.1) and 
the methodology for their excavation described in Section 7 in greater detail than the brief mention 
at 7.1.16 – where will sondages be excavated, how will they be excavated and recorded? 
 
Para 7.1.8 notes that the watching brief does not allow for the excavation of in-situ archaeology – 
does this mean that if archaeology is encountered it is to be left undisturbed and the geotechnical 
test-pit abandoned/relocated. If so, then this should be explicitly stated. Otherwise, if in-situ 
archaeology is to be disturbed by the geotechnical test-pits then there needs to be provision for 
the investigation and recording of such archaeology before it is disturbed/lost. 
 
On the basis that the above comments will be addressed then I would be happy to agree the WSI. 
 
In terms of a site visit I am available either on Friday 20th or Thursday 19th. I understand that  
is only available on the 19th. If we went with the 19th, then I can only make the morning (meeting 
on-site at about 11am would suit) – do you think you will have all the trenches cut by then? 
 
Many thanks, 

 
 

 | Senior Archaeological Officer | Heritage Conservation | Kent County Council | Invicta House, 
County Hall, Maidstone ME14 1XX |  
 
Telephone:  | www.kent.gov.uk | 
 
Please help save paper by NOT prinƟng this email unless absolutely necessary. 
 

From: @headlandarchaeology.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2024 3:09 PM 
To: @kent.gov.uk>;  

@HistoricEngland.org.uk> 
Cc: @statkraft.com>; @headlandarchaeology.com>; 

@headlandarchaeology.com> 
Subject: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Hi  and  
 
Further to our draft WSI for the trial trenching at Little South Solar, we have agreed a start date with the 
landowner and plant hire company (Wednesday 18th of September). This accommodates the planting 
schedule of the landowner who is keen for us to be finished as soon as possible. 
 
I appreciate the WSI has been with you for a little while: we would welcome your comments on it in the 
meantime but will assume that you are happy with it if we don’t hear from you before the commencement of 
work on site. The WSI is based on our discussion of the EM and ERT surveys and best locations to target as well 
as the county-specific guidelines you shared with us. 
 
A member of the team inspected soak-away test pits recently and noted sequences of clay-rich deposits 
immediately beneath the ploughsoil. No sign of any peat or organic-rich deposits in the top 2m (yet). 
Conversations with the landowner have been interesting- he has land elsewhere which is rich in Romano-
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British finds, but he says the solar development site is “sterile”- detectorists have found nothing there. The 
trenching may tell another story! 
 
We would also welcome you to site to inspect the open evaluation trenches. 
 
We think that Friday (20th September) would probably be the best day to visit – say 11.00am? But we can also 
accommodate you on Thursday the 19th if that is more convenient. We plan to work into the weekend and wrap 
up the recording then if possible. 
 
If you have any queries, feel free to get in touch. 
 
Many thanks for your help navigating the archaeological requirements, 
 
Best wishes, 
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From: @headlandarchaeology.com>
Sent: 13 September 2024 13:07
To: ; @kent.gov.uk; 
Cc: @statkraft.com; ; 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit?

Many thanks for confirming  It does seem like Friday would be the best day.  
 
I am not sure what time you will be available  
 
I can be around all day but I know  will be making his way from further afield so I expect he won’t be able 
to be there very early, and afternoon may be better if possible? 
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From: @HistoricEngland.org.uk>  
Sent: Thursday, September 12, 2024 9:36 AM 
To: @headlandarchaeology.com>; @kent.gov.uk;  

@headlandarchaeology.com> 
Cc: @statkraft.com; @headlandarchaeology.com>; 

@DOVER.GOV.UK 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Dear all, 
 
It sounds like it would make more sense to visit on the Friday (without me). I’m sorry I can’t make 
it but I will be available for a chat if any questions arise on site. 
 
Best wishes, 
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From: @kent.gov.uk < @kent.gov.uk>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2024 4:31 PM 
To: @headlandarchaeology.com>; @HistoricEngland.org.uk 
Cc: @statkraft.com; @headlandarchaeology.com>;  

@headlandarchaeology.com>; @DOVER.GOV.UK 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Dear  &  
 
Thank you for sending over a draft copy of the proposed WSI for trial trenching. I offer the 
following comments. 
 
In terms of the number and position of the proposed trenches these look broadly reasonable. I 
suggest however that if archaeology is present in the area of TR1 and TR2 (positioned on the 
channel edge) then it may be necessary to carry out additional trenching to understand more fully 
the character and extent of any remains present. I suggest that additional contingency trenching is 
allowed for in these areas. Similarly, for TR8, it may be necessary to adjust the position of this 
trench to take account of the results of the trenching (TR3 – 7) along the ‘raised spur’ of land. So, 
for example, if the line of the Roman road is evidenced in TR3 – 7 the position of TR8 may need 
to be adjusted to pick up the projected alignment. Again, I would suggest that some contingency 
trenching is allowed for here if significant waterlogged timber remains might survive. 
 
Para 2.1.10 notes that test-pits (sondages) are to be excavated into the ends of selected 
trenches. I would expect to see detail of these sondages in the scope of works section (6.1) and 
the methodology for their excavation described in Section 7 in greater detail than the brief mention 
at 7.1.16 – where will sondages be excavated, how will they be excavated and recorded? 
 
Para 7.1.8 notes that the watching brief does not allow for the excavation of in-situ archaeology – 
does this mean that if archaeology is encountered it is to be left undisturbed and the geotechnical 
test-pit abandoned/relocated. If so, then this should be explicitly stated. Otherwise, if in-situ 
archaeology is to be disturbed by the geotechnical test-pits then there needs to be provision for 
the investigation and recording of such archaeology before it is disturbed/lost. 
 
On the basis that the above comments will be addressed then I would be happy to agree the WSI. 
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In terms of a site visit I am available either on Friday 20th or Thursday 19th. I understand that  
is only available on the 19th. If we went with the 19th, then I can only make the morning (meeting 
on-site at about 11am would suit) – do you think you will have all the trenches cut by then? 
 
Many thanks, 

 
 

 | Senior Archaeological Officer | Heritage Conservation | Kent County Council | Invicta House, 
County Hall, Maidstone ME14 1XX |  
 
Telephone:  | www.kent.gov.uk | 
 
Please help save paper by NOT prinƟng this email unless absolutely necessary. 
 

From: @headlandarchaeology.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2024 3:09 PM 
To: @kent.gov.uk>;  

@HistoricEngland.org.uk> 
Cc: @statkraft.com>; @headlandarchaeology.com>; 

@headlandarchaeology.com> 
Subject: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Hi  and  
 
Further to our draft WSI for the trial trenching at Little South Solar, we have agreed a start date with the 
landowner and plant hire company (Wednesday 18th of September). This accommodates the planting 
schedule of the landowner who is keen for us to be finished as soon as possible. 
 
I appreciate the WSI has been with you for a little while: we would welcome your comments on it in the 
meantime but will assume that you are happy with it if we don’t hear from you before the commencement of 
work on site. The WSI is based on our discussion of the EM and ERT surveys and best locations to target as well 
as the county-specific guidelines you shared with us. 
 
A member of the team inspected soak-away test pits recently and noted sequences of clay-rich deposits 
immediately beneath the ploughsoil. No sign of any peat or organic-rich deposits in the top 2m (yet). 
Conversations with the landowner have been interesting- he has land elsewhere which is rich in Romano-
British finds, but he says the solar development site is “sterile”- detectorists have found nothing there. The 
trenching may tell another story! 
 
We would also welcome you to site to inspect the open evaluation trenches. 
 
We think that Friday (20th September) would probably be the best day to visit – say 11.00am? But we can also 
accommodate you on Thursday the 19th if that is more convenient. We plan to work into the weekend and wrap 
up the recording then if possible. 
 
If you have any queries, feel free to get in touch. 
 
Many thanks for your help navigating the archaeological requirements, 
 
Best wishes, 
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For clarification, your comments are addressed below. 
 

- We will adjust WSI to allow for an additional contingency trench 30 x 1.8m in the area of Tr1/2 and also 
at Tr7-8, with flexibility to adjust location of Tr8. All subject to x-ref to services etc. With the purpose of 
characterising and better understanding any remains exposed in the initial trenches. 

 
- The sondages will be excavated using a machine at the end of the evaluation trenches. The section will 

be hand-cleaned to a depth of 1.2m (subject to safe access). Column samples and bulk samples can 
be taken from deposits of potential within this zone. Beyond that depth the excavations will be 
observed but not entered for health and safety reasons as the sondages extend to a maximum depth of 
4 m. The objective will primarily to be to identify deposits of palaeoenvironmental interest, and any 
structural evidence (timbers, boats, quayside facilities, artefacts). Bulk samples only can be recovered 
from these deposits using the machine since the excavations will not be safe to enter. Where deposits 
are identified of interest, they could be subject to a future programme of geoarchaeological boreholes- 
modelling of the geoarchaeology of the channel could be a mitigation measure? 

 
- The geotechnical test pits- soakaway test pits were excavated several weeks ago. They had an 

archaeologist present. No archaeological deposits, structures or artefacts were identified. The 
methodology can be updated, but the work has been executed already. The information will be 
integrated into the evaluation report. In summary topsoil over clay-rich deposits. 

 
If  wants to visit on Thursday, she is welcome- there is a greater likelihood of the trenches all being open 
by Friday and would recommend that as the day to visit. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Archaeology and Built Heritage Consultant 
 

 

Headland Archaeology
  

Midlands & West
   

2nd Floor Chancery Exchange 10 Furnival Street  | London  | EC4A 1AB
 

www.headlandarchaeology.com
    

    

Headland Archaeology  South & East
Building 68C | Wrest Park 
Silsoe | Bedfordshire I MK45 4HS 
t 01525 861 578 
  
 

Headland Archaeology  Midlands & West
Unit 1 | Clearview Court | Twyford Rd 
Hereford | HR2 6JR 
t 01432 364 901 
  

Headland Archaeology  Yorkshire & North 
Units 23-25 | Acorn Business Centre | Balme Road
Cleckheaton | BD19 4EZ 
t 0127 493 8019 

 

Headland Archaeology  North West 
RSK Fourways House | 57 Hilton St  
Manchester | M1 2EJ 
t 0161 236 2757 

Head
13 Ja
Edinb
t 013

    

Headland Archaeology (UK) Ltd is a company registered in Scotland under number 342945. 
Registered office: 65 Sussex Street, Glasgow, G41 1DX. 

 

Confidentiality Note: The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone else        
intended recipient any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on this email is prohibited and may be unlawful. 

   

 

From: @kent.gov.uk < @kent.gov.uk>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2024 4:31 PM 
To: @headlandarchaeology.com>; @HistoricEngland.org.uk 
Cc: @statkraft.com; @headlandarchaeology.com>;  

@headlandarchaeology.com>; @DOVER.GOV.UK 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Dear  &  
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Thank you for sending over a draft copy of the proposed WSI for trial trenching. I offer the 
following comments. 
 
In terms of the number and position of the proposed trenches these look broadly reasonable. I 
suggest however that if archaeology is present in the area of TR1 and TR2 (positioned on the 
channel edge) then it may be necessary to carry out additional trenching to understand more fully 
the character and extent of any remains present. I suggest that additional contingency trenching is 
allowed for in these areas. Similarly, for TR8, it may be necessary to adjust the position of this 
trench to take account of the results of the trenching (TR3 – 7) along the ‘raised spur’ of land. So, 
for example, if the line of the Roman road is evidenced in TR3 – 7 the position of TR8 may need 
to be adjusted to pick up the projected alignment. Again, I would suggest that some contingency 
trenching is allowed for here if significant waterlogged timber remains might survive. 
 
Para 2.1.10 notes that test-pits (sondages) are to be excavated into the ends of selected 
trenches. I would expect to see detail of these sondages in the scope of works section (6.1) and 
the methodology for their excavation described in Section 7 in greater detail than the brief mention 
at 7.1.16 – where will sondages be excavated, how will they be excavated and recorded? 
 
Para 7.1.8 notes that the watching brief does not allow for the excavation of in-situ archaeology – 
does this mean that if archaeology is encountered it is to be left undisturbed and the geotechnical 
test-pit abandoned/relocated. If so, then this should be explicitly stated. Otherwise, if in-situ 
archaeology is to be disturbed by the geotechnical test-pits then there needs to be provision for 
the investigation and recording of such archaeology before it is disturbed/lost. 
 
On the basis that the above comments will be addressed then I would be happy to agree the WSI. 
 
In terms of a site visit I am available either on Friday 20th or Thursday 19th. I understand that  
is only available on the 19th. If we went with the 19th, then I can only make the morning (meeting 
on-site at about 11am would suit) – do you think you will have all the trenches cut by then? 
 
Many thanks, 

 
 

 | Senior Archaeological Officer | Heritage Conservation | Kent County Council | Invicta House, 
County Hall, Maidstone ME14 1XX |  
 
Telephone:  | www.kent.gov.uk | 
 
Please help save paper by NOT prinƟng this email unless absolutely necessary. 
 

From: @headlandarchaeology.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2024 3:09 PM 
To: @kent.gov.uk>; D  

@HistoricEngland.org.uk> 
Cc: @statkraft.com>; @headlandarchaeology.com>; 

@headlandarchaeology.com> 
Subject: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Hi  and  
 
Further to our draft WSI for the trial trenching at Little South Solar, we have agreed a start date with the 
landowner and plant hire company (Wednesday 18th of September). This accommodates the planting 
schedule of the landowner who is keen for us to be finished as soon as possible. 
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I appreciate the WSI has been with you for a little while: we would welcome your comments on it in the 
meantime but will assume that you are happy with it if we don’t hear from you before the commencement of 
work on site. The WSI is based on our discussion of the EM and ERT surveys and best locations to target as well 
as the county-specific guidelines you shared with us. 
 
A member of the team inspected soak-away test pits recently and noted sequences of clay-rich deposits 
immediately beneath the ploughsoil. No sign of any peat or organic-rich deposits in the top 2m (yet). 
Conversations with the landowner have been interesting- he has land elsewhere which is rich in Romano-
British finds, but he says the solar development site is “sterile”- detectorists have found nothing there. The 
trenching may tell another story! 
 
We would also welcome you to site to inspect the open evaluation trenches. 
 
We think that Friday (20th September) would probably be the best day to visit – say 11.00am? But we can also 
accommodate you on Thursday the 19th if that is more convenient. We plan to work into the weekend and wrap 
up the recording then if possible. 
 
If you have any queries, feel free to get in touch. 
 
Many thanks for your help navigating the archaeological requirements, 
 
Best wishes, 
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From: @kent.gov.uk
Sent: 16 September 2024 10:56
To: @headlandarchaeology.com; @headlandarchaeology.com; 

@HistoricEngland.org.uk
Cc: @statkraft.com; @headlandarchaeology.com;  

Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit?

Hi  
 
Could we say 11:30 om Friday 20th? If you could let me know details of parking/where to meet and 
any site-specific PPE requirements that would be appreciated. 
 
Many thanks, 

 
 

 | Senior Archaeological Officer | Heritage Conservation | Kent County Council | Invicta House, 
County Hall, Maidstone ME14 1XX |  
 
Telephone:  | www.kent.gov.uk | 
 
Please help save paper by NOT prinƟng this email unless absolutely necessary. 
 

From: @headlandarchaeology.com>  
Sent: Friday, September 13, 2024 2:06 PM 
To: @headlandarchaeology.com>;  

@HistoricEngland.org.uk>; @kent.gov.uk> 
Cc: @statkraft.com; @headlandarchaeology.com>; 

@DOVER.GOV.UK 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
11.00 or 12.00 is good for me 
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From: @headlandarchaeology.com>  
Sent: Friday, September 13, 2024 1:07 PM 
To: @HistoricEngland.org.uk>; @kent.gov.uk; A  

@headlandarchaeology.com> 
Cc: @statkraft.com; @headlandarchaeology.com>; 

@DOVER.GOV.UK 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Many thanks for confirming  It does seem like Friday would be the best day.  
 
I am not sure what time you will be available  
 
I can be around all day but I know  will be making his way from further afield so I expect he won’t be able 
to be there very early, and afternoon may be better if possible? 
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From: @HistoricEngland.org.uk>  
Sent: Thursday, September 12, 2024 9:36 AM 
To: @headlandarchaeology.com>; @kent.gov.uk; A  

@headlandarchaeology.com> 
Cc: @statkraft.com; @headlandarchaeology.com>; 

@DOVER.GOV.UK 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Dear all, 
 
It sounds like it would make more sense to visit on the Friday (without me). I’m sorry I can’t make 
it but I will be available for a chat if any questions arise on site. 
 
Best wishes, 

 
 

 

Work with us to champion heritage and improve lives. Read our Future Strategy and get involved at 
historicengland.org.uk/strategy. 
Follow us:  Facebook  |  Twitter  |  Instagram     Sign up to our newsletter      
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From: @kent.gov.uk < @kent.gov.uk>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2024 4:31 PM 
To: @headlandarchaeology.com>; @HistoricEngland.org.uk 
Cc: @statkraft.com; @headlandarchaeology.com>; B  

@headlandarchaeology.com>; R @DOVER.GOV.UK 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Dear  &  
 
Thank you for sending over a draft copy of the proposed WSI for trial trenching. I offer the 
following comments. 
 
In terms of the number and position of the proposed trenches these look broadly reasonable. I 
suggest however that if archaeology is present in the area of TR1 and TR2 (positioned on the 
channel edge) then it may be necessary to carry out additional trenching to understand more fully 
the character and extent of any remains present. I suggest that additional contingency trenching is 
allowed for in these areas. Similarly, for TR8, it may be necessary to adjust the position of this 
trench to take account of the results of the trenching (TR3 – 7) along the ‘raised spur’ of land. So, 
for example, if the line of the Roman road is evidenced in TR3 – 7 the position of TR8 may need 
to be adjusted to pick up the projected alignment. Again, I would suggest that some contingency 
trenching is allowed for here if significant waterlogged timber remains might survive. 
 
Para 2.1.10 notes that test-pits (sondages) are to be excavated into the ends of selected 
trenches. I would expect to see detail of these sondages in the scope of works section (6.1) and 
the methodology for their excavation described in Section 7 in greater detail than the brief mention 
at 7.1.16 – where will sondages be excavated, how will they be excavated and recorded? 
 
Para 7.1.8 notes that the watching brief does not allow for the excavation of in-situ archaeology – 
does this mean that if archaeology is encountered it is to be left undisturbed and the geotechnical 
test-pit abandoned/relocated. If so, then this should be explicitly stated. Otherwise, if in-situ 
archaeology is to be disturbed by the geotechnical test-pits then there needs to be provision for 
the investigation and recording of such archaeology before it is disturbed/lost. 
 
On the basis that the above comments will be addressed then I would be happy to agree the WSI. 
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In terms of a site visit I am available either on Friday 20th or Thursday 19th. I understand that  
is only available on the 19th. If we went with the 19th, then I can only make the morning (meeting 
on-site at about 11am would suit) – do you think you will have all the trenches cut by then? 
 
Many thanks, 

 
 

 | Senior Archaeological Officer | Heritage Conservation | Kent County Council | Invicta House, 
County Hall, Maidstone ME14 1XX |  
 
Telephone:  | www.kent.gov.uk | 
 
Please help save paper by NOT prinƟng this email unless absolutely necessary. 
 

From: @headlandarchaeology.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2024 3:09 PM 
To: @kent.gov.uk>;  

@HistoricEngland.org.uk> 
Cc: @statkraft.com>; @headlandarchaeology.com>; 

@headlandarchaeology.com> 
Subject: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Hi  and  
 
Further to our draft WSI for the trial trenching at Little South Solar, we have agreed a start date with the 
landowner and plant hire company (Wednesday 18th of September). This accommodates the planting 
schedule of the landowner who is keen for us to be finished as soon as possible. 
 
I appreciate the WSI has been with you for a little while: we would welcome your comments on it in the 
meantime but will assume that you are happy with it if we don’t hear from you before the commencement of 
work on site. The WSI is based on our discussion of the EM and ERT surveys and best locations to target as well 
as the county-specific guidelines you shared with us. 
 
A member of the team inspected soak-away test pits recently and noted sequences of clay-rich deposits 
immediately beneath the ploughsoil. No sign of any peat or organic-rich deposits in the top 2m (yet). 
Conversations with the landowner have been interesting- he has land elsewhere which is rich in Romano-
British finds, but he says the solar development site is “sterile”- detectorists have found nothing there. The 
trenching may tell another story! 
 
We would also welcome you to site to inspect the open evaluation trenches. 
 
We think that Friday (20th September) would probably be the best day to visit – say 11.00am? But we can also 
accommodate you on Thursday the 19th if that is more convenient. We plan to work into the weekend and wrap 
up the recording then if possible. 
 
If you have any queries, feel free to get in touch. 
 
Many thanks for your help navigating the archaeological requirements, 
 
Best wishes, 
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From: @headlandarchaeology.com>  
Sent: Friday, September 13, 2024 1:07 PM 
To: @HistoricEngland.org.uk>; @kent.gov.uk; A  

@headlandarchaeology.com> 
Cc: @statkraft.com; @headlandarchaeology.com>; 

@DOVER.GOV.UK 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Many thanks for confirming  It does seem like Friday would be the best day.  
 
I am not sure what time you will be available  
 
I can be around all day but I know  will be making his way from further afield so I expect he won’t be able 
to be there very early, and afternoon may be better if possible? 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Archaeology and Built Heritage Consultant
 

 

Headland Archaeology
  

Midlands & West
   

2nd Floor Chancery Exchange 10 Furnival Street  |  London | EC4A 1AB
 

www.headlandarchaeology.com 
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From: @HistoricEngland.org.uk>  
Sent: Thursday, September 12, 2024 9:36 AM 
To: @headlandarchaeology.com>; @kent.gov.uk;  

@headlandarchaeology.com> 
Cc: @statkraft.com; @headlandarchaeology.com>; 

@DOVER.GOV.UK 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Dear all, 
 
It sounds like it would make more sense to visit on the Friday (without me). I’m sorry I can’t make 
it but I will be available for a chat if any questions arise on site. 
 
Best wishes, 
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From: @kent.gov.uk < @kent.gov.uk>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2024 4:31 PM 
To: @headlandarchaeology.com>; @HistoricEngland.org.uk 
Cc: @statkraft.com; @headlandarchaeology.com>;  

@headlandarchaeology.com>; @DOVER.GOV.UK 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Dear  &  
 
Thank you for sending over a draft copy of the proposed WSI for trial trenching. I offer the 
following comments. 
 
In terms of the number and position of the proposed trenches these look broadly reasonable. I 
suggest however that if archaeology is present in the area of TR1 and TR2 (positioned on the 
channel edge) then it may be necessary to carry out additional trenching to understand more fully 
the character and extent of any remains present. I suggest that additional contingency trenching is 
allowed for in these areas. Similarly, for TR8, it may be necessary to adjust the position of this 
trench to take account of the results of the trenching (TR3 – 7) along the ‘raised spur’ of land. So, 
for example, if the line of the Roman road is evidenced in TR3 – 7 the position of TR8 may need 
to be adjusted to pick up the projected alignment. Again, I would suggest that some contingency 
trenching is allowed for here if significant waterlogged timber remains might survive. 
 
Para 2.1.10 notes that test-pits (sondages) are to be excavated into the ends of selected 
trenches. I would expect to see detail of these sondages in the scope of works section (6.1) and 
the methodology for their excavation described in Section 7 in greater detail than the brief mention 
at 7.1.16 – where will sondages be excavated, how will they be excavated and recorded? 
 
Para 7.1.8 notes that the watching brief does not allow for the excavation of in-situ archaeology – 
does this mean that if archaeology is encountered it is to be left undisturbed and the geotechnical 
test-pit abandoned/relocated. If so, then this should be explicitly stated. Otherwise, if in-situ 
archaeology is to be disturbed by the geotechnical test-pits then there needs to be provision for 
the investigation and recording of such archaeology before it is disturbed/lost. 
 
On the basis that the above comments will be addressed then I would be happy to agree the WSI. 
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In terms of a site visit I am available either on Friday 20th or Thursday 19th. I understand that  
is only available on the 19th. If we went with the 19th, then I can only make the morning (meeting 
on-site at about 11am would suit) – do you think you will have all the trenches cut by then? 
 
Many thanks, 

 
 

 | Senior Archaeological Officer | Heritage Conservation | Kent County Council | Invicta House, 
County Hall, Maidstone ME14 1XX |  
 
Telephone:  | www.kent.gov.uk | 
 
Please help save paper by NOT prinƟng this email unless absolutely necessary. 
 

From: @headlandarchaeology.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2024 3:09 PM 
To: @kent.gov.uk>;  

@HistoricEngland.org.uk> 
Cc: @statkraft.com>; @headlandarchaeology.com>; 

@headlandarchaeology.com> 
Subject: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Hi  and  
 
Further to our draft WSI for the trial trenching at Little South Solar, we have agreed a start date with the 
landowner and plant hire company (Wednesday 18th of September). This accommodates the planting 
schedule of the landowner who is keen for us to be finished as soon as possible. 
 
I appreciate the WSI has been with you for a little while: we would welcome your comments on it in the 
meantime but will assume that you are happy with it if we don’t hear from you before the commencement of 
work on site. The WSI is based on our discussion of the EM and ERT surveys and best locations to target as well 
as the county-specific guidelines you shared with us. 
 
A member of the team inspected soak-away test pits recently and noted sequences of clay-rich deposits 
immediately beneath the ploughsoil. No sign of any peat or organic-rich deposits in the top 2m (yet). 
Conversations with the landowner have been interesting- he has land elsewhere which is rich in Romano-
British finds, but he says the solar development site is “sterile”- detectorists have found nothing there. The 
trenching may tell another story! 
 
We would also welcome you to site to inspect the open evaluation trenches. 
 
We think that Friday (20th September) would probably be the best day to visit – say 11.00am? But we can also 
accommodate you on Thursday the 19th if that is more convenient. We plan to work into the weekend and wrap 
up the recording then if possible. 
 
If you have any queries, feel free to get in touch. 
 
Many thanks for your help navigating the archaeological requirements, 
 
Best wishes, 
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From: @headlandarchaeology.com>
Sent: 16 September 2024 15:15
To: ; @kent.gov.uk; ; 

@HistoricEngland.org.uk
Cc: ; 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit?

Hi /  
 
Yes I can confirm 11:30 works well for me. 
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

Archaeology and Built Heritage Consultant
 

 

Headland Archaeology
  

Midlands & West
   

2nd Floor Chancery Exchange 10 Furnival Street  |  London | EC4A 1AB
 

www.headlandarchaeology.com 
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From: @statkraft.com>  
Sent: Monday, September 16, 2024 3:01 PM 
To: @kent.gov.uk; @headlandarchaeology.com>;  

@headlandarchaeology.com>; @HistoricEngland.org.uk 
Cc: @headlandarchaeology.com>; @DOVER.GOV.UK 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Hi  
 
Many thanks for confirming. 11:30 works for me and I think  has also confirmed that this time would 
work for him too. 
 
I suggest we meet at the access gate oƯ East Street. It’s the best option for cars and there is plenty of space to 
park just inside the site (as shown on the aerial photo below). 
 
In terms of PPE, I would suggest the usual hi-vis, steel toe-capped boots and hard hat. 
 

/  – does that sound ok to you? 
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 | Senior Archaeological Officer | Heritage Conservation | Kent County Council | Invicta House, 
County Hall, Maidstone ME14 1XX |  
 
Telephone:  | www.kent.gov.uk | 
 
Please help save paper by NOT prinƟng this email unless absolutely necessary. 
 

From: @headlandarchaeology.com>  
Sent: Friday, September 13, 2024 2:06 PM 
To: @headlandarchaeology.com>;  

@HistoricEngland.org.uk>; @kent.gov.uk> 
Cc: @statkraft.com; @headlandarchaeology.com>; 

@DOVER.GOV.UK 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
11.00 or 12.00 is good for me 
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From: @headlandarchaeology.com>  
Sent: Friday, September 13, 2024 1:07 PM 
To: @HistoricEngland.org.uk>; @kent.gov.uk; A  

@headlandarchaeology.com> 
Cc: @statkraft.com; @headlandarchaeology.com>; 

@DOVER.GOV.UK 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Many thanks for confirming  It does seem like Friday would be the best day.  
 
I am not sure what time you will be available  
 
I can be around all day but I know  will be making his way from further afield so I expect he won’t be able 
to be there very early, and afternoon may be better if possible? 
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@headlandarchaeology.com>; @DOVER.GOV.UK 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Dear  &  
 
Thank you for sending over a draft copy of the proposed WSI for trial trenching. I offer the 
following comments. 
 
In terms of the number and position of the proposed trenches these look broadly reasonable. I 
suggest however that if archaeology is present in the area of TR1 and TR2 (positioned on the 
channel edge) then it may be necessary to carry out additional trenching to understand more fully 
the character and extent of any remains present. I suggest that additional contingency trenching is 
allowed for in these areas. Similarly, for TR8, it may be necessary to adjust the position of this 
trench to take account of the results of the trenching (TR3 – 7) along the ‘raised spur’ of land. So, 
for example, if the line of the Roman road is evidenced in TR3 – 7 the position of TR8 may need 
to be adjusted to pick up the projected alignment. Again, I would suggest that some contingency 
trenching is allowed for here if significant waterlogged timber remains might survive. 
 
Para 2.1.10 notes that test-pits (sondages) are to be excavated into the ends of selected 
trenches. I would expect to see detail of these sondages in the scope of works section (6.1) and 
the methodology for their excavation described in Section 7 in greater detail than the brief mention 
at 7.1.16 – where will sondages be excavated, how will they be excavated and recorded? 
 
Para 7.1.8 notes that the watching brief does not allow for the excavation of in-situ archaeology – 
does this mean that if archaeology is encountered it is to be left undisturbed and the geotechnical 
test-pit abandoned/relocated. If so, then this should be explicitly stated. Otherwise, if in-situ 
archaeology is to be disturbed by the geotechnical test-pits then there needs to be provision for 
the investigation and recording of such archaeology before it is disturbed/lost. 
 
On the basis that the above comments will be addressed then I would be happy to agree the WSI. 
 
In terms of a site visit I am available either on Friday 20th or Thursday 19th. I understand that  
is only available on the 19th. If we went with the 19th, then I can only make the morning (meeting 
on-site at about 11am would suit) – do you think you will have all the trenches cut by then? 
 
Many thanks, 

 
 

 | Senior Archaeological Officer | Heritage Conservation | Kent County Council | Invicta House, 
County Hall, Maidstone ME14 1XX |  
 
Telephone:  | www.kent.gov.uk | 
 
Please help save paper by NOT prinƟng this email unless absolutely necessary. 
 

From: @headlandarchaeology.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2024 3:09 PM 
To: @kent.gov.uk>; D  

@HistoricEngland.org.uk> 
Cc: @statkraft.com>; @headlandarchaeology.com>; 

@headlandarchaeology.com> 
Subject: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Hi  and  
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Further to our draft WSI for the trial trenching at Little South Solar, we have agreed a start date with the 
landowner and plant hire company (Wednesday 18th of September). This accommodates the planting 
schedule of the landowner who is keen for us to be finished as soon as possible. 
 
I appreciate the WSI has been with you for a little while: we would welcome your comments on it in the 
meantime but will assume that you are happy with it if we don’t hear from you before the commencement of 
work on site. The WSI is based on our discussion of the EM and ERT surveys and best locations to target as well 
as the county-specific guidelines you shared with us. 
 
A member of the team inspected soak-away test pits recently and noted sequences of clay-rich deposits 
immediately beneath the ploughsoil. No sign of any peat or organic-rich deposits in the top 2m (yet). 
Conversations with the landowner have been interesting- he has land elsewhere which is rich in Romano-
British finds, but he says the solar development site is “sterile”- detectorists have found nothing there. The 
trenching may tell another story! 
 
We would also welcome you to site to inspect the open evaluation trenches. 
 
We think that Friday (20th September) would probably be the best day to visit – say 11.00am? But we can also 
accommodate you on Thursday the 19th if that is more convenient. We plan to work into the weekend and wrap 
up the recording then if possible. 
 
If you have any queries, feel free to get in touch. 
 
Many thanks for your help navigating the archaeological requirements, 
 
Best wishes, 
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 | Senior Archaeological Officer | Heritage Conservation | Kent County Council | Invicta House, 
County Hall, Maidstone ME14 1XX |  
 
Telephone:  | www.kent.gov.uk | 
 
Please help save paper by NOT prinƟng this email unless absolutely necessary. 
 

From: @headlandarchaeology.com>  
Sent: Friday, September 13, 2024 2:06 PM 
To: @headlandarchaeology.com>;  

@HistoricEngland.org.uk>; @kent.gov.uk> 
Cc: @statkraft.com; @headlandarchaeology.com>; 

@DOVER.GOV.UK 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
11.00 or 12.00 is good for me 
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From: @headlandarchaeology.com>  
Sent: Friday, September 13, 2024 1:07 PM 
To: @HistoricEngland.org.uk>; @kent.gov.uk;  

@headlandarchaeology.com> 
Cc: @statkraft.com; @headlandarchaeology.com>; 

@DOVER.GOV.UK 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Many thanks for confirming  It does seem like Friday would be the best day.  
 
I am not sure what time you will be available  
 
I can be around all day but I know  will be making his way from further afield so I expect he won’t be able 
to be there very early, and afternoon may be better if possible? 
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@headlandarchaeology.com>; @DOVER.GOV.UK 
Subject: RE: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Dear  &  
 
Thank you for sending over a draft copy of the proposed WSI for trial trenching. I offer the 
following comments. 
 
In terms of the number and position of the proposed trenches these look broadly reasonable. I 
suggest however that if archaeology is present in the area of TR1 and TR2 (positioned on the 
channel edge) then it may be necessary to carry out additional trenching to understand more fully 
the character and extent of any remains present. I suggest that additional contingency trenching is 
allowed for in these areas. Similarly, for TR8, it may be necessary to adjust the position of this 
trench to take account of the results of the trenching (TR3 – 7) along the ‘raised spur’ of land. So, 
for example, if the line of the Roman road is evidenced in TR3 – 7 the position of TR8 may need 
to be adjusted to pick up the projected alignment. Again, I would suggest that some contingency 
trenching is allowed for here if significant waterlogged timber remains might survive. 
 
Para 2.1.10 notes that test-pits (sondages) are to be excavated into the ends of selected 
trenches. I would expect to see detail of these sondages in the scope of works section (6.1) and 
the methodology for their excavation described in Section 7 in greater detail than the brief mention 
at 7.1.16 – where will sondages be excavated, how will they be excavated and recorded? 
 
Para 7.1.8 notes that the watching brief does not allow for the excavation of in-situ archaeology – 
does this mean that if archaeology is encountered it is to be left undisturbed and the geotechnical 
test-pit abandoned/relocated. If so, then this should be explicitly stated. Otherwise, if in-situ 
archaeology is to be disturbed by the geotechnical test-pits then there needs to be provision for 
the investigation and recording of such archaeology before it is disturbed/lost. 
 
On the basis that the above comments will be addressed then I would be happy to agree the WSI. 
 
In terms of a site visit I am available either on Friday 20th or Thursday 19th. I understand that  
is only available on the 19th. If we went with the 19th, then I can only make the morning (meeting 
on-site at about 11am would suit) – do you think you will have all the trenches cut by then? 
 
Many thanks, 

 
 

 | Senior Archaeological Officer | Heritage Conservation | Kent County Council | Invicta House, 
County Hall, Maidstone ME14 1XX |  
 
Telephone:  | www.kent.gov.uk | 
 
Please help save paper by NOT prinƟng this email unless absolutely necessary. 
 

From: @headlandarchaeology.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2024 3:09 PM 
To: @kent.gov.uk>; D  

@HistoricEngland.org.uk> 
Cc: @statkraft.com>; @headlandarchaeology.com>; 

@headlandarchaeology.com> 
Subject: Little South Solar Evaluation Trial Trenching: start date and site visit? 
 
Hi  and  
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Further to our draft WSI for the trial trenching at Little South Solar, we have agreed a start date with the 
landowner and plant hire company (Wednesday 18th of September). This accommodates the planting 
schedule of the landowner who is keen for us to be finished as soon as possible. 
 
I appreciate the WSI has been with you for a little while: we would welcome your comments on it in the 
meantime but will assume that you are happy with it if we don’t hear from you before the commencement of 
work on site. The WSI is based on our discussion of the EM and ERT surveys and best locations to target as well 
as the county-specific guidelines you shared with us. 
 
A member of the team inspected soak-away test pits recently and noted sequences of clay-rich deposits 
immediately beneath the ploughsoil. No sign of any peat or organic-rich deposits in the top 2m (yet). 
Conversations with the landowner have been interesting- he has land elsewhere which is rich in Romano-
British finds, but he says the solar development site is “sterile”- detectorists have found nothing there. The 
trenching may tell another story! 
 
We would also welcome you to site to inspect the open evaluation trenches. 
 
We think that Friday (20th September) would probably be the best day to visit – say 11.00am? But we can also 
accommodate you on Thursday the 19th if that is more convenient. We plan to work into the weekend and wrap 
up the recording then if possible. 
 
If you have any queries, feel free to get in touch. 
 
Many thanks for your help navigating the archaeological requirements, 
 
Best wishes, 
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